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dates begin to be considered. The process of prep-
aration for independence has been threefold: the de-
velopment of the physical well-being of the islands,
the education of the islanders, and the gradual in-
troduction of the latter into responsible positions
of government. With little of the encouragement
which might have come from appreciative interest
at home, thousands of Americans have now labored
in the Philippines for almost twenty years, but with
little disposition to settle there permanently. Their
efforts to develop the Filipinos have achieved re-
markable success. It has of late been found pos-
sible to turn over such a large proportion of the
governmental work to the natives that the number
of Americans in the islands is steadily diminishing.
The outbreak of the war with Germany found the
natives loyal to American interests and even saw a
son of Aguinaldo taking service under the Stars and
Stripes. Such a tribute, like the services of Gen-
erals Smuts and Botha to Great Britain, compen-
sates for the friction and noise with which democ-
racy works and is the kind of triumph which carries
reassurance of its ultimate efficiency and justicee